
Syphilis is a curable infection
caused by the bacterium,
Treponema pallidum

Rates of infectious syphilis
have increased by 340% in
Ontario since 2013; street-
involved individuals are
disproportionately affected

In 2023, Health Canada
approved the first syphilis &
HIV point-of-care test (POCT)

5 Ontario Public Health Units (PHU) 
       participated from August 2023 - August 2024

Hastings Prince Edward Public Health (HPH)
Kingston, Frontenac and Lennox & 

       Addington Public Health (KFLAPH)
Leeds, Grenville and Lanark 

              District Health Unit (LGLDHU)
Ottawa Public Health (OPH)
Thunder Bay District Health Unit (TBDHU)

To address access barriers faced by 
       street-involved populations, we implemented
       an outreach model of care using POCTs  (Fig 1)

Nurses
required

ranged from
1-6; 80% of

outreach
activities
required

one or two
nurses

Nursing outreach administration of
POCTs was successfully implemented
in 5 PHUs, with an additional 3 PHUs

since onboarded
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Fig 1. Intervention
Conceptual Pathway 

Fig 2. Example Organizational Process Flow 

Timelines
for

developing
policies &
directives
varied by

PHU, from
two to
several
months

Fig 3. Example Outreach Process Flow 

76% of
outreach
activities

were indoor;
larger
events

tended to be
outdoors

585 people were
tested across 164

outreach
initiatives;

median tests per
initiative ranged

from 1-10; 16% of
events resulted in

no tests 

Conclusion

Fig 4. Distribution of outreach events by PHU 

The outreach
model was flexible

with different
outreach

preferences by
PHU

References

3

Training was
led by the
lead PHU
KFLAPH

Collaborators

1,2


